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POLITICAL 


The Shafig-i-Hind (Lahore), of the 16th May, states that 
henenesh oe Mr. Gladstone lately declared that the ihe: ¢ 
tween the Russian and the goreement concluded between the Bri- . 


British Governments, : - © ibs Gkee : 
tish and the Russian Governments was co. 


satisfactory to the two Governments and the Viceroy. Quite eg 
so. The British Government will be spared a sanguinary aS 
war, Russia will get an accession of territory without draw- i 
ing the sword, and the Viceroy | will be spared the unplea- ae 
sant task of reducing the public expenditure, Bat. what eS oe 
about the Amir? He being an uncivilized Asiatic Prince, a Oe 

e sooner his kingdom passes into the hands of holy Russia, =8=§=———S 

be better for mankind ! med 7 FS 


The same paper states that, since the Central Asian ques- 


Lord Dufferin, Lord Ri. 0m has come to 


n, and the Anglo-Indian Indian news 


ing fault with his illustrious p 
what has Lord Dufferin done to 
their hands? It may be 
ports the ministerial Central 
loudly condemned by 


deserve , such 


Circulation, 
106 copies. 


stone lately declared that the Tinie approved of the policy 
of the Home Government.. Moreover, had he differed from the 
Ministry, he would have tendered his resignation. Lord Ripon 
was in favour of maintaining a united, strong, and friendly 
Afghanistan, and it is almost needless to say that that was the 
right policy. Lord Beaconsfield and his loyal lieutenant 
Lord Lytton were disposed permanently to occupy Kandahar 
and other strategic places in Afghanistan and leave the 
Amir to the tender mercies of Russia. But Lord Ripon, 
who had the shrewdness to perceive that such a policy would 
not only expose the British Government to the reproach of 
selfishness but would also drive the Amir and his warlike 
people into open hostility, entirely evacuated Afghanistan and 
smoothed matters as much as possible. Abdul Rahman has 
agreed to cede the disputed territory on his frontier to Ruasia, 

in order to avoid war, rather than allow British troops to 
enter his country. This is clearly indicative of the Afghan 
feeling towards the British, The present policy of weakness 

pursued by Mr. Gladstone’s Government, which is acquiesced 

in by Lord Dufferin, but which is opposed to Lord Ripon’s 

policy, will embitter the feelings of the Afghans towards 

the British and lower British prestige ‘in the eyes of the 

Central Asian tribes. The strictures of the Auglo-Indiau 

Press on Lord Ripon are only due to malice. 


The Almora Akhbdr, of the 18t!: May, referring to the 
contradictory nature of news received 
from London regarding the Central 
Asian question, remarks that it is difficult to predict whether 
there will be peace or war. This country, which is sure 
suffer severely from an outbreak of hostilities, heartily 
desires the maintenance of peace. A ory canes papal 
ment of public expenditure has been already raised in 
quence of three and a half millions sterling laving cea dil 
on military preparations. — If war breaks out, there would 0e 
roused, Russia would be no match for 18r. 


Central Asian question. 


he Gydn Praddyint Pattriké (Lahore’, for April, received Circulation, —° ; 
on the 20th May, with reference toche a 
unsatisfactory state of frontier affairs, 

is glad to observe that except those persons who delight in 

anarchy and disorder, but whose number is happily very 

small, all other classes of people and native princes are 

animated by strong feelings of loyalty and attachment to the 

British Crown. The Afghans, too, know very well that their 

interests are identical with those of the British Government. 


The Praydg Samdchdr (Allahabad), of the ¢0th May, pub- 
Native volunteering move- lishes a brief account of a meeting 600 co 
-— held at the Mayo Hall, Allahabad, 


on the 12th idem, ia support of the native volunteering 
movement, About seven hundred persons, representing all 
classes of the people, attended, and Pandit Ajodhiya Nath 


was in the chair. i 


The Hindustdnt (Lucknow), of the 22nd May, states that 

Lord Randolph Churchitt in the course of a recent speech Lord 900 
on the loyalty of natives. Randolph Churchill observed that 
natives are now loyal, otherwise Englishmen would not be able 
toremain in this cocntry. It is beyond the shadow of a doubt 
that British rule in this country is founded on the good will 
of the people. But still some short-sighted Englishmen labour 
under the hallucination that British rule can be maintained 
here only by the sword. | 


The Anjuman-i-Panjdb (Lahore), of the 16th May, ap- 
Fortification of the Indian proves of the intention of the Brit sh 0 
rrentier. Governmont to for! 
frontier towards Afghanistan. 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


~ 


The Shafig-i-Hind (Lahore), of the 16th ¥ 
Reduction of public ex- [0 the Resolution of ‘the | 


penditure, Government urging the 
public expenditure, remarks that th sio 


The same. 


*AGRe 
- oad 


straction of public works is properly no reduction of public 
expenditure at all, because the necessary public works will be 
constructed as soon as the financial pressure ig over. If it is 
intended to enforce economy in the Pablic Works Department 
orelsewhere, all unnecessary projects like the new Lahore Chief 
Court building project should be entirely abandoned, and some 
of the sinecure posts in the higher grades of the public service 
abolished. The Sanitary Commissioner lives at Simla for six 
months daring the year-and merely publishes statements of 
births and deaths with bis own remarks. His office could be 
abolished safely. The Civil and Military Gazette has regret- 
fully stated that the pruning knife has been applied to the 
tour expenses of the Lieutenant-Governor, who, it is alle- 
ged, has gone to Simla this year like a poor man! The 
lament of the Gasette is not quite justifiable. -If the Lieuten- 
ant-Governor, who draws one lakh of rupees a year, cannot 
afford to part with a small portion of his allowances, 
how can low-paid officers be expected to bear a reduc- 
tion of their salaries? Sir Charles Aitchison has set a 
noble example to his subordinates by economising. The 
Gazette has tauntingly observed that native newspapers 
should recommend a reduction in the salaries of Civilians. 


But it should be borne in mind that the native press is in- 


fluenced by no unworthy motives in making such @ recom- 
mendation. The condition of the Indian treasury will not 
improve until the number and the pay of Civilians, who live 
upon the fat of the land, are reduced. Owing to the increas 
ed facilities of communication between England and this 
country, the high rates of pay allowed to Civilians are not 


now justifiable. But, on the contrary, their seale of pay has 


been ‘steadily raised and new posts have been created for 
them. The civil administration in the Panjéb was lately 


reorganised at an additional cost of two and a half lakhs of 
rupees simply in order to benefit them. ‘They have ev even 


encroached upon the prize appointments in other deps 


The Directorships of Public Instruction in the. Pesitt nd oe .. 


Provinces have been bestowed on civilians in utter disregard 


of the claims of Educational officers. ‘The salaries of civi- - - < i. 
tians could be reduced twenty per cont. all r round without 2 
any difficulty. SS ee tee Oe Ube 


The Akhbdr-{-A’m (Lahore), of the 20th May, in. com-: 2600 coghaa’ 2 


menting upon the same subject, ob- a 

— - gerves that, looking. at the immense o. a 
cost of war preparations, the saving effected by a retrenchment a . 
of public expenditure will be only like a ‘drop in the ocean. ae 
However, if a retrenchment is considered necessary, it should. ee 
bemade with great care. The dismissal of chaprasis, daftaris : a 
and low-paid clerks would lead to no great’saving, but: would es 
be attended by widespread discontent. The Akhbdr would oe 
recommend the following measures to the consideration. of a 
Government :—(1) If the Panjéb Government not gone 
to Simla this year,in view of financial difficulties, several lakhs | : 

of rupees would have been saved. (2) The maintenance of oy 

the Ecclesiastical Department in this country is not only oo 

unnecessary but also unjust. Jt: is unjust to provide for the 

spiritual wants of highly-paid European officers at the expense ae 

of the native tax-payer. There could be no better opportanity ae 

than the present to disestablish the Church. (3)-The intro- ae. 

duction of the new Panj&b Reorganization seheme sho 

postponed for some time. ee ie | 


= | 


The Rahbar-i-Hind (Lahore), of the 22nd May, gives the Circulation, - ‘ 
pland Acquisition (Minesy Substance of the Land ~ Acquisition. 

(Mines) Bill, and remarks. that it ap- : 
pears that at present when Government-purchases land for a 
public purpose, it has also to purchase mines or minerals — fe 
lying under it, But when this Bill is passed, it: will not be oa 
necessary to pay compensation for the minerals gah ip. any Re 
land, acquired. for a public purpose, unless it.is is 
use the minerals. The Rahbar does not grad, 
and Registered Companies ¢ he advan 
intended to secure to them; but the 


owner of land. may be unaware of the idiots of any mine 
_ under it at the time. of its transfer, or if he is awaro of the 
_ existence of a mine he may often be prevented from working 
it, owing to the construction of a public building on the land. 
Hence the owner of land should not transfer it without pre- 
viously fully examining it with reference to the existence or 
otherwise of minerals under it, Private individuals should | 
have full liberty to benefit by all kinds of minerals, including 
gold and diamonds lying under their lands, But the privilege 
is indispensable in the case of cheaper minerals, In short, the 
Rahbar isof opinion that Government . should not have the 
power toacquire land against the will of the owner, simply 
bacause it contains mines or minerals, : 


The Anjuman-i- Hind ( Lucknow), of the 16 May, publishes 
iinet es 20 article communicated by Sheikh 
revision of Judgments of  Inayat-nl-lah, Taiukdar of Saidanpur, 
sa ae Bara Banki. The writer thanks Sir 
Alfred Lyall for the appointment of an Additional Judicial 
Commissioner in Oudh but regrets to say that the people can- 
not fully benefit by that measure until section 21 of Act XIII 
of 1879, which restricts the institution of second appeals io 
that province, is amended. The writer sees no good reason 
why the advantage of a second appeal, which is freely allowed 
to the people in other provinces, should be denied to their 
brethren in Oudh. The ruling of the Privy Council in the case 
Rdja Muhdmmad Amir Hasan Khan versus Sheo Bahksh 
Singh, by which the powers of the Judicial Commissioner in 
regard to revision under section 622 of the Civil Procedure 
Code have been largely restricted, has made matters worse 
and practically closed the door of the Judicial Commissioner's 
Court against suitors. The writer urges that, if the provisions 
of section 21, Act XIII of 1879, cannot be speedily amended, 
the Local Gove should do something in the meantime 
to maintain the powers of the J udicial Commissioner's 5 Desecct) 
in regard to revision intact. Ne 


The A:dd (Lucknow), of the 19th May, complains 
; ae that the Additional Judicial Com- 
Additional Judicial Com- coe ee 
missioner, Lucknow. missioner of Lucknow disposes of 
eases in undue haste, and frequently dismisses appeals. It 
would seem that he wishes to clear off all arrears by the 24th 
of August, by hook or by crook. 


4 2 


The same paper states that it appears that about twenty 
boys, who live in the boarding-honse. 
attached to the Hume’s School at 
Etawah, entered into a secret agreement binding themselves to. 
assist each other in any quarrels they may have with Pandit 
Gur Din, Assistant Superintendent of the boarding-house, 
from whom they expected ill-treatment. One of the boys 
betrayed the secret, and the result was that the head-master 
of the school severely caned them all. The head-master_ 
was not justified in caning them like convicts. If he con- 
sidered them guilty, he should have fined them or struck oft 
their names from the school register. They at once reported | 
the matter to the Inspector of Schools, who replied that he ’ 
would soon pay a visit to Etf&wah, It is to be hoped that 
the Inspector will:make a thorough inquiry into the matter. 


Hume’s School, Etaéwah. 


The Hindustdnt Luckow) of the 20th May, in a commu- 
nicated article, publishes the proceed- 
Das toa District joleenie ings of a public meeting lately held at 


Elevation of Rie Narayan 


and Fyzabad. Fy zabad 5 in honor of the elevation of 


Rae Narfyan Das to the District Judgeship of Sitapur. Rae 
Chunni Lal, Extra Assistant Commissioner, was in the chair, 
and speeches suited to the occasion were delivered. The 
meeting resolved to establish a Sanskrit scholarship, which will 


be called the Lyall scholarship, by public subscription to come. 
memorate the event. Le Re Te Use. ae 


a, ? pak 4 


The Shdm-i- Oudh (Fyzabad) of the 20th May, i in @ com-— 
Honorary Magistrates. munioated article, highly 
‘ of the ‘apy 
family as Honorary Magistrates, | 


Sot Se! oth 


ae 


should be required to pass an examination, which need not be 
a difficult one. The bestowal of Te powers on ignorant 
persons is very objectionable. __ 


— : A correspondent of the same paper is glad to state that 
a Blevationof nativestoD,, Rée Narfian D&s has been appointed 
: trict Judgeships in Oudh’ Officiating District Judge of Sitapur: 
His appointment will disabuse the minds of those per- 
sons who ascribe Maulvi Sami-ul-lah Khén’s elevation to his 
Egyptian services or to the alleged Mubammadan sympathies 
of Government. But the writer is sorry that Pandit Hari 
Kishan, Subordinate Judge of Fyzabad, has not been pro- 
moted to the District Judgeship of that place. 


ee The Reformer (Lahore), of the 16th May, adverting to 
ea Panjéb University Exami- the late examinations of the Panj&b 
— University, complains that the same 


translation papers, which were set to the candidates for the 
English First Arts Examination, were set to the candidates 
for the Oriental Entrance Examination, and that the worst 
ofit was that the questions and even the paragraphs for 
translation were in English, although the latter class of can- 
didates do not know a word of English. Of course, a verna- 
cular translation of the papers was hastily dictated to them 
at the time of the examination, but the translation, being 
done at the spur of the moment, was far from satisfactory. 
The question is, why separate translation papers in verna- 
cular were not printed for the Oriental candidates. Was 
the University unable to pay the cost of printing from 
want of funds, or were the Examiners unwilling to take the 
trouble of translating the papers from English into verna- 
cular? It is to be hoped that the Examiners will make due 
allowance for the disadvantage, ander which the candidates 
laboured, in giving marks, | 


A correspondent of the Praydg Saméchée (Allah ~ 
omen of oy of * 20th beng a ET lee 


master-General has lately reorganized the Postal Departm } 

+» these Provinces with a view of reducing the public expen- 
diture. The pay of subordinate clerks has been largely 
reduced, and Deputy Postmasters in charge of village Post- 
offices have been dismissed, while the pay of Post-masters 
has been increased. This reorganization will hardly res ult 
ina saving of Rs. 500 a month. There are ten Superin- 
tendents who draw handsome pay and travelling sliowance, 
but who are merely the channel of correspondence between 
Inspectors and the Postmaster-General. All the Superin- 
tendentships, or at least ‘half of them, could be abolished . 
withont impairing the efficiency of the department. If only 
their high scales of pay were reduced, a fairly large saving 
would be effected. The Examiners of Postal Accounts are 
worse than useless, and their offices could be safely a 
Defalcations to the extent of Rs. 6,000 were 
last year at the Allahabad Post-office, and the Treasurer 
sentenced to imprisonment ; but the Examiner, who regu- 


larly checked the accounts, was unable to discover the 
defalcations. . 


NATIVE STATES. 


The Azdd@ (Lucknow), of the 19th May, regrets to state 
Holding of » lottery in that a movement has been set on foot 
iain at Hyderabad to hold a lottery in order 
to raise funds for the establishment of a Olub, which will 
be called the Nizam Club. The Azdd condemns the holding 
of a lottery as opposed to the Muhammadan religion, and is 
surprised that the Nizam has accorded his consent to the pro- 
posal, The Hyderabadis would do well to found 
by public subscription. 


Sie 


A correspondent of the Delhi aor 


Administration of crimi- 20th May, in 
nal justice in Rampur. : icle on E 


in that State the Foujdir or Ms 
Khén, who has received an elemen 


H 


whose pay is only Rs. 75.’ The darbér has prepared a special 
a code of penal laws for his guidance, bat it is a sealed book to 
4 the public. He has also been supplied with a copy of the 
2 Indian Penal Code, but neither he nor. pleaders are able to 
understand it. As a rule, he passes orders in each case as he 
pleases. One Hafiz Lutfallah, who hears appeals from his 
decisions, follows the Mukammadan . law and reverses almost 
all judgments of the Foujdaér. The Naw&b himself frequently 
interferes with the proceedings of the officers, One Anwar 
Shéh, who was sent to gaol sixteen years ago on a 
charge of theft, has not yet been released. Whenever the 
British Political Agent goes to pay a visit to the: jail at 
Rampur, the convict. in question is removed from. the jail 
before his arrival. The state of things in. Rampur. is really 
as bad as in Indor. | 


The Najmu-l-Hind (Moradabad), of the 15th May, states 
that it.has lately become a custom 
among native chiefs to offer the ser- 
vices of their armies to the Government of India whenever 
it goes to war with any foreign country. But surely a 
native prince, whose troops are not ready to enter the field, 
can not but be regarded: as making a fool of Govern- 
ment by such an offer. Like other chiefs, the Nawab 
of Rampur lately offered a contingent of troops to Gover 
nment for service on the frontier, in view of the Cen- 
tral Asiancrisis. Government replied that his offer would be 
accepted, if necessary. This-reply has- created @ panic among 
his troops. Many soldiers have tendered their resignations, 
and many have even deserted‘! The: condacti of* the Ran- a 
pur army during the Matiny is well.known. As*s0 
the first shot was fired at. ‘Moradabad by Firosshab’s fol 
lowers, who did not number more than 60, the hepa 
army, which was 10,000 strong, and which ‘was commanded _ 
by Nawab Ali Khén himeelf, left the field and fled v | E * 3 
pur, | ae 


Rampur army. 


A correspondent of the Khair Khwdh-t- Alam (Dethi), of the 
16th May, argues that the condition of 
{he Rampur army is unsatisfactory, and 
states that cases of desertion are very frequent in these days. 

e writer advises the Naw4b to spend the money, which he 
sends to Arabia for charitable purposes every month, in 
improving the condition of the-army. 


The same. 


LOCAL | 


The Muftd-i- Am (Agra), o of the 20th May, regrets to say 
ae that the ringing of the bell, placed at 
of rena bro prada gatetof the Agra fort, has been 
gate of the Agra fort. discontinued from the 1st of January 
last, on economical grounds, to the great inconvenience of the 
inhabitants of the town, who found out the time of the day 
and regulated their clocks and watches by it. The bell, which 
weighs no less than fourteen maunds, is of historical import- 
ance. Itis believed that it was brought from Chitor by Akbar. 
From that time it was regularly rung to the end of last year, 
and was not stopped even during the Mutiny. The total pay 
of the men who rung it, did not exceed Rs. 14-8-0 a month. 
If the Military Department. can not afford to pay the vost, 
provision should he made for it from the Municipal Fund. 


The same paper complains that there are many monkeys 


Semetil ennai oa at Muttra, Brindaban, Agra and Ben- 


monkeys from towns in ares, and that the brutes cause a great 
the North-Western Pros 


vinces. _loss of property and even kill some 

persons every year. The Local Gov- 
ernment would place the people under a deep debt of grati- 
tude if it ordered them to be expelled from every town. Some 


time ago the Muftd drew the attention of the Agra Municipal 
Committee to the subject in ‘vain. : 


The same paper complains that there is a great scarcity 
Scarcity of water at of -water at Agra, and that the borin; 


Agra. 


of the artesian well there is 
ing very slowly. 


The Kavivachan Sudhd (Benares), of the 18th May, 
Expulsion of monkeys egrets to state that the Municipal 
from Henares Committee of Benares sanctioned a 
scheme fot the expulsion of monkeys from within Municipal 
limits several years ago, but that only a portion of the town 
has yet been freed from them. Trilochan, the great strong- 
hold of the brutes, still remains unassailed. The fact is, that 
the houses of the president and the vice-president of the com- 
mittee are beyond the reach of the ravages of monkeys, but 


thanks are due ‘to Réja Shiva Prasad, who has not allowed 
the scheme to become a dead-letter. © 
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